Message

From: Verhalen, Frances [verhalen.frances@epa.gov]

Sent: 11/7/2018 3:38:19 PM

To: Bokun, Lisa [Bokun.Lisa@epa.gov]

CC: Taheri, Diane [Taheri.Diane@epa.gov]; Stenger, Wren [stenger.wren@epa.gov]; Donaldson, Guy

[Donaldson.Guy@epa.gov]; Price, Lisa [Price.Lisa@epa.gov]; Parker, Cindy [parker.cindy@epa.gov]; Madden, Joshua
[madden.joshua@epa.gov]

Subject: RE: EtO

Attachments: draft EtO comm plan 110718.docx

Lisa, here is our draft of the Comm plan for EtO. | need a lot of assistance from your crew for the Outreach sections, as
marked. Let me know if you need additional background information, as | hve streamlined it and kept it specific.

Fran

Frances Verhalen, P.E., Chief

Air Monitoring/Grants Section

US Environmental Protection Agency
1445 Ross Avenue (MC 6MM-AM)
Dallas, TX 75202

214-665-2172
verhalen.frances@epa.gov

From: Bokun, Lisa

Sent: Thursday, November 01, 2018 6:50 PM

To: Verhalen, Frances <verhalen.frances@epa.gov>

Cc: Taheri, Diane <Taheri.Diane@epa.gov>; Stenger, Wren <stenger.wren@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: EtO

Hey Fran - in anticipation of the call with HQ at some point in the next week or so, at your first opportunity, please
provide Diane and | with the comm strategy you have developed thus far. Thanks in advance.

From: Stenger, Wren

Sent: Monday, October 29, 2018 3:20 PM

To: Taheri, Diane <Taheri.Diane@epa.gov>; Seager, Cheryl <Seager.Cheryl@epa.gov>; Verhalen, Frances
<verhalen.frances@epa.gov>

Cc: Bokun, Lisa <Bokun.Lisa@epa.gov>; Price, Lisa <Price.Lisa@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: EtO

I am out Friday. I added Fran. She has been working on comm strategy.

Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)
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Ex. 5 Deliberative Process (DP)

Thane Taleri

Acting Director

Office of External Affairs
EPA Region 6

Direct:  (214) 665-7460
Mobile: (214) 864-7241

Patch: Politicians Speak Out Against Sterigenics, EPA

A report from the Chicago Tribune details the Rauner administration knew of the toxic emissions from Sterigenics.
hitps:patch.com/illineis/burrridss/politicians-spesk-oul-agalnst-sterizgenics-aps
By Andrea Earnest | Oct 28, 2018 3:50 pm ET

WILLOWBROOK, IL — After a report from the Chicago Tribune and a lllinois House committee meeting, residents in the
Willowbrook area are still battling Sterigenics and the ethylene oxide emissions the facility is emitting. According to the
lllinois General Assembly website, there were 1,471 opponent witness slips against Sterigenics at the House committee
meeting.

On the day of the meeting, the Chicago Tribune reported Governor Rauner's administration knew about the toxic and
cancer-causing air pollution coming from the Sterigenics facility in Willowbrook. Rauner's office kept the information
from the public for eight months, before the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry released a report in
August.

The report stated, "If measured and modeled data represent typical EtO ambient concentrations in ambient air, an
elevated cancer risk exists for residents and off-site workers in the Willowbrook community surrounding the Sterigenics
facility. These evaluated risks present a public health hazard to these populations.”

Several local politicians are speaking out against Sterigenics, as well as the US EPA and lllinois EPA.

"It is unacceptable, and beyond comprehension, that the United State Environmental Protection Agency and the lllinois

Environmental Protection Agency failed to inform residents in a timely manner about the elevated cancer risks
associated with the emission of ethylene oxide from the Sterigenics facility in Willowbrook," State Sen. John Curran said
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in a release. "From the moment this issue first came to light in late August, | demanded that Sterigenics cease operations
immediately, and | reiterate that call today."

Curran also asked for the US EPA and lllinois EPA to provide him a detailed, written explanation on why they waited so
long to inform constituents about this health risk.

Cook County 17th District Commissioner candidate Abdelnasser Rashid shared his outrage over the cover-up of the
facility's ethylene oxide output.

"I am outraged that Gov. Rauner and his allies spent almost a year covering up Stergenics' illegal pollution while our
families breathed poisoned air,” he said in a release. "I'm disappointed that [current] Commissioner Sean Morrison has
stayed completely silent while corporate profits were put before the health and safety of our communities.”

Rashid also added that Sterigencis must be shut down immediately, saying, "...I call on Attorney General Lisa Madigan to
immediately launch an independent investigation into Rauner's cover up. The welfare of the people of lllinois should
never come second to corporate profits."

Sterigenics continues to operate, and the next meeting about the issue will be held on Thursday, Nov. 29. The US EPA is

planning a community meeting to share current information and answer questions pertaining to the Sterigenics
environmental issue. The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. at Ashton Place Banquets, 341 75th St., Willowbrook.
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